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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS (THIS LISTING REPLACES ALL PRIOR LISTINGS : 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

creating one or more clones of a first forum for user interaction, wherein the first forum is 
dedicated to a particular topic, and wherein each clone is an instance of the first forum, thereby 
allowing any number of users to be in the same forum dedicated to the particular topic while 
limiting the number of users in each instance of the first forum; 

determining whether an interactive relationship exists between a first user entering the 
first forum and a second user on e or mor e oth e r us e rs entering the first forum or on e or mor e 
other users already in the first forum , wherein an interactive relationship is determined to exist if 
the first user and the second user have had an online interaction with each other prior to the first 
user entering the first forum ; and 

if an interactive relationship exists, placing the first user entering the first forum in a 
clone of the first forum based on the relationship. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

receiving information from the first u ser entering the first forum indicating one or more 
other forums the first u ser has been in, wherein each other forum is dedicated to a topic different 
from that of the first forum; 

receiving information from the second user on e or mor e oth e r us e rs indicating one or 
more forums the second use r oach of the oth e r us e rs has been in, wherein each other forums the 
second user each of th e oth e r us e rs has been in is dedicated to a topic different from that of the 
first forum; and 

determining that an interactive relationship exists between the first u ser entering the first 
forum and the second user anoth e r us e r if the first u ser and the ethei^suser both have been in the 
same second forum, the second forum being different from the first forum. 
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3 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
receiving information associated with fe em-the first u ser entering the first forum 

indicating what clones of what forums the first u ser has been in, wherein each of the forums the 
first u ser has been in is dedicated to a respective topic; 

receiving informatlpn associated with the second use rfi rom one or mor e oth e r us e rs 
indicating what clones of what forums each of the oth e r us e rs t he second user h as been in, 
wherein each of the forums the second use r oach of th e oth e r us e rs has been in is dedicated to a 
respective topic; and 

determining that an interactive relationship exists between the first u ser entering the first 
forum and the second user anoth e r us e r if the first u ser and the etheg -second u ser both have been 
in the same clone of a second forum, the second forum being different fi"om the first forum. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 fiirther comprising: 
receiving information associated with fe em-the first u ser entering the first forum 

indicating the-a_domain name of the first u ser's address; 

receiving information associated with fi^om ono or more oth e r us e rs t he second user 
indicating tbe-a.domain naiftes -name of the addr e ss e s second user's address of e ach of th e other 
us e rs ; and 

determining that a relationship exists between the first u ser entering the first forum and 
the secondm ^ethef user if the first u ser entering the first forum and the ethef ^second u ser both 
have the same domain name. 

5 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , fiirther comprising: 
receiving information associated with fe em-the first user entering the first forum 

indicating a country associated with the first u ser's address; 

receiving information associated with the second user from one or mor e oth e r us e rs 
indicating a country associated with each of th e oth e r t he second u ser's address e s address; and 

determining that a relationship exists between the first u ser entering the first foRim and 
the second^ietbef user if the country associated with the first user's address and the country 
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associated with the second user's address is u s e r e nt e ring th e First forum and the other uo e r both 
havo addroGGOD associat e d with the same country . 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
receiving information associated with fe em-the first u ser entering the first forum 

indicating a language in which the first u ser prefers to commxmicate; 

receiving information from on e or mor e oth e r us e rs associated with the second user 
indicating a language in which e ach of th e oth e r us e rs t he second user p refers to communicate; 
and 

determining that a relationship exists between the first user entering the first forum and 
the seconda fiethef user if the first u ser entering the first forum and the secondetheF user prefer to 
communicate in the same language. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
receiving an indication from the first user entering the first forum or from the second 

user ono or moro other users that a relationship exists between the first u ser entering the first 
forum and ono or mor e oth e r users the second user . 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 7 wherein placing the first u ser in a 
clone includes placing the first u ser in a clone other than a clone containing a designated user , 
with whom an interactive relationship exists. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein placing the first user in a 
clone includes placing the first user in a clone with another user with whom an interacfive 
relationship exists. 
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1 0. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein placing the first u ser in a 
clone includes placing the user in the clone with another user with whom an interactive 
relationship exists and who most recently entered the first forum. 
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1 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , further comprising limiting the 
number of users in each instance of the first forum to a maximum number. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

limiting the number of users in each instance of the first forum to a threshold number, 
except if an interactive relationship exists between the first user entering the first forum and one 
or more other users; and 

placing the first u ser entering the first forum in a clone with more than the threshold 
number of users only if an interactive relationship exists between the first u ser and one or more 
of the other users in the clone or entering the clone. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12, further comprising: 
receiving information feem -associated with t he first u ser entering the first forum 

indicating what clones of what forums the first u ser has been in; 

receiving information associated with each of the & enM)ne or more other users indicating 
what clones of what forums each of the other users has been in; arid 

determining that an interactive relationship exists between the first u ser entering the first 
forum and another user if the first u ser and the other user both have been in the same clone of the 
same forum. 

14. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the first forum comprises 
an interactive forum maintained by a system of one of more computers in which users interact by 
submitting messages and reading messages from other users as they are submitted. 

15. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the first forum comprises 
an interactive virtual world maintained by a system of one or more computers where users 
interact by moving avatars, each user having one or more avatars in the virtual world, and 
observing the movement of the avatars in the virtual world. 
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1 6 . (Currently Amended) A computer system compri sing : 
means for sending and receiving content to and from a network; 

means coupled to means for sending and receiving content for creating one or more 
clones of a first forum for user interaction, wherein the first forum is dedicated to a particular 
topic, and wherein each clone is an instance of the first forum, thereby allowing any number of 
users to be in the same forum dedicated to the particular topic while limiting the number of users 
in each instance of the first forum; and 

means coupled to means for sending and receiving content for determining whether an 
interactive relationship exists between a first u ser entering the first forum and a second user e ne 
or more oth e r us e rs entering the first forum or on e or mor e oth e r us e rs already in the first forum^ 
wherein an interactive relationship is determined to exist if the first user and the second user 
have had an online interaction with each other prior to the first user entering the first forum, and, 
if an interactive relationship exists, placing the first u ser entering the first forum in a clone of the 
first forum based on the relationship. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 16, fiirther comprising: 
means for receiving information 6em -associated with t he first u ser entering the first 

forum indicating one or more other forums the first u ser has been in, wherein each other forum is 
dedicated to a topic different from that of the first forum; 

means for receiving information feem -associated with the second use r on e or moro othor 
us e rs indicating one or more forums e ach of th e oth e r us e rs t he second user h as been in, wherein 
each other forums the second user e ach of th e oth e r users h as been in is dedicated to a topic 
different fi*om that of the first forum; and 

means for determining that an interactive relationship exists between the first u ser 
entering the first forum and the second anoth e r user if the first u ser and the eth ^second u ser both 
have been in the same second forum, the second forum being different fi"om the first forum the 
user is entering. 
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1 8. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 16, further comprising 
means for receiving information feoffi -associated with the first u ser entering the first 

forum indicating what clones of what forums the first u ser has been in, wherein each of the 
forums the first user has been in is dedicated to a respective topic; 

means for receiving information #em -associated with the second use r one or more other 
usero indicating what clones of what forums e ach of th e oth e r uo e rs t he second user has been in, 
wherein each of the forums the oth e r us e rs second user h as been in is dedicated to a respective 
topic; and 

means for determining that an interactive relationship exists between the first u ser 
entering the first forum and anoth e r t he second u ser if the first u ser and the etbei ^second user 
both have been in the same clone of a second forum, the second forum being different firom the 
forum the user is entering. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 1 6 fiirther comprising: 
means for receiving information j§Fem -associated with t he first u ser entering the first 

forum indicating the domain name of the first u ser's address; 

means for receiving information fi'om on e or mor e oth e r users associated with the second 
user indicating the domain nam e s of the addr e ss e s of e ach of th e oth e r uo e rs name of the second 
user's address ; and 

means for determining that a relationship exists between the first u ser entering the first 
forum and the second anoth e r user if the first u ser entering the first forum and the etbet ^second 
user both have the same domain name. 



20. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 16, further comprising: 
means for receiving information #em -associated with t he first u ser entering the first 

forum indicating a country associated with the first u ser's address; 

means for receiving information fi'om on e or mor e oth e r us e rs associated with the second 

user indicating a country associated with each of t he ether -second u ser's addr e sses address ; and 
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means for determining that a relationship exists between the first user entering the first 
forum and another second u ser if the first u ser entering the first forum and the efeef -second u ser 
both have addresses associated with the same country. 

21. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 16, fiirther comprising: 
means for receiving information feem -associated with t he first u ser entering the first 

forum indicating a language in which the first u ser prefers to communicate; 

means for receiving information associated with the second user from on e or mor e othor 
tts^s-indicating a language in which the second user e ach of th e other us e rs p refers to 
communicate; and 

means for determining that a relationship exists between the first user entering the first 
forum and anoth e r the second u ser if the first u ser entering the first forum and the ethw-second 
user prefer to communicate in the same language. 

22. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 16^ further comprising means for 
receiving an indication fi-om the first u ser entering the first forum or firom one or more other 
users that a relationship exists between the first u ser entering the first forum and one or more 
other users. 



23. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 22 wherein placing the first u ser in a 
clone includes placing the first u ser in a clone other than a clone containing a designated user 
with whom an interactive relationship exists. 

24. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 6 wherein placing the first u ser in a 
clone includes placing the first u ser in a clone with another user with whom an interactive 
relationship exists. 

25. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 6 wherein placing the first user in a 
clone includes placing the first u ser in the clone with another user with whom an interactive 
relationship exists and who most recently entered the first forum. 
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26. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 16, further comprising means for 
limiting the number of users in each instance of the first forum to a maximum number. 

27. (Currently ^^ended) The system of claim 16, further comprising: 

means for limiting the number of users in each instance of the first forum to a threshold 
number, except if an interactive relationship exists between the first u ser entering the first forum 
and one or more other users; and 

means for placing the first u ser entering the first forum in a clone with more than the 
threshold number of users only if an interactive relationship exists between the first user and one 
or more of the other users in the clone or entering the clone. 

28. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 27, further comprising: 

means for receiving information &efH -associated with t he first u ser entering the first 
forum indicating what clones of what forums the first u ser has been in; 

means for receiving information from the second user on e or mor e oth e r usero indicating 
what clones of what forums the second user e ach of the oth e r users has been in; and 

means for determining that an interactive relationship exists between the first u ser 
entering the first forum and anoth e r the second u ser if the first user and the ethef -second user 
both have been in the same clone of the same forum. 

29. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 16 wherein the first forum comprises 
an interactive forum maintained by a system of one of more computers in which users interact by 
submitting messages and reading messages from other users as they are submitted. 

30. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 16 wherein the first forum comprises 
an interactive virtual world maintained by a system of one or more computers where users 
interact by moving avatars, each user having one or more avatars in the virtual world, and 
observing the movement of the avatars in the virtual world. 
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31. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

creating one or more clones of a forum for user interaction, wherein each clone is an 
instance of the forum, thereby allowing any number of users to be in the same forum while 
limiting the number of users in each instanc e clone o f the forum; 

determining whether an interactive relationship exists between a first u ser entering the 
forum and a second user on e or mor e oth e r us e rs entering the forum or on e or mor e oth e r us e rs 
already in the forum , wherein an interactive relationship is determined to exist if the first user 
and the second user have had an online interaction with each other prior to the first user entering 
the first forum ; and 

if an interactive relationship exists, placing the first u ser entering the forum in a clone of 
the forum based on the relationship; 

limiting the number of users in each instance of the forum to a threshold number, except 
if an interactive relationship exists between th e first user ent e ring th e forum and on e or mor e 
oth e r us e rs the second user ; and 

placing the first u ser entering the forum in a clone with more than the threshold number 
of users only if an interactive relationship exists between the first user and the second usere ae-ef 
mor e of tho othor us e rs in the clone or e nt e ring th e clon e. 

32. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3 1 , fiirther comprising: 
receiving information associated with # em-the first u ser entering the forum indicating 

what clones of what forums the first user has been in; 

receiving information associated with the second user from on e or more oth e r us e rs 
indicating what clones of what forums e ach of tho oth e r us e rs t he second user h as been in; and 

determining that an interactive relationship exists between the first u ser entering the 
forum and the second anoth e r user if the first u ser and the etbej ^second user both have been in the 
same clone of a forum. 



33. (Currently Amended) A computer system comprising: 
means for sending and receiving content to and from a network; 
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means coupled to means for sending and receiving content for creating one or more 
clones of a forum for user interaction, wherein each clone is an instance of the forum, thereby 
allowing any number of users to be in the same forum while limiting the number of users in each 
instance of the forum; 

means coupled to ri^eans for sending and receiving content for determining whether an 
interactive relationship exists between a first u ser entering the forum and a second user e ^e^ 
mor e oth e r us e rs entering the forum or one or mor e oth e r us e rs already in the forum , wherein an 
interactive relationship is determined to exist if the first user and the second user have had an 
online interaction with each other prior to the first user entering the forum, and, if an interactive 
relationship exists, placing the first u ser entering the forum in a clone of the forum based on the 
relationship; 

means for limiting the number of users in each instanc e clone of the forum to a threshold 
number, except if an interactive relationship exists between the first u ser e nt e ring th e forum and 
on e or mor e oth e r us e rs t he second user ; and 

means for placing the first u ser entering the forum in a clone with more than the threshold 
number of users only if an interactive relationship exists between the first u ser and the second 
use r one or mor e of th e oth e r us e rs in the clon e or e nt e ring th e clone . 

34. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 33, further comprising: 

means for receiving information fee^H -associated with t he first u ser entering the forum 

indicating what clones of what forums the first u ser has been in; 

means for receiving information feem -associated with the second use r on e or mor e other 

us e rs indicating what clones of what forums e ach of th e oth e r us e rs t he second user has been in; 

and 

means for determining that an interactive relationship exists between the first u ser 
entering the forum and anoth e r t he second u ser if the first u ser and the ethef -second u ser both 
have been in the same clone of a forum. 
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35 



(Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 



creating a first world and a distinct second world, wherein each world is a distinct 3D 
virtual world that presents a 3D graphical scene to users, and wherein multiple users may enter 
and navigate each 3D virtual world and may interact by moving avatars, interacting and 
observing the world and of|ier users; 

creating two or more clones of the first world and two or more clones of the second 
world, wherein each clone is an instance of the respective world, allowing any number of users 
to be in the same world while limiting the number of users in each clone of the world; 

receiving information feem -associated with a first u ser entering the first world indicating 
what clones of what distinct worlds the first u ser has been in; 

receiving information fi-om on e or mor e oth e r us e rs associated with a second user 
indicating what clones of what distinct worlds e ach of th e oth e r us e rs t he second user has been 
in; and 

determining that an interactive relationship exists between the first u ser entering the first 
world and anoth e r t he second u se r, wherein an interactive relationship is determined to exist if 
the first user and the efeef -second u ser have had an interaction with each other b oth hav e been in 
the same clone of the same world prior to the first user entering the first world ; and 

if an interactive relationship exists, placing the first u ser entering the first world in a 
clone of the first world based on the relationship. 

36. (Currently Amended) A system, comprising: 

means for creating a first world and a distinct second world, wherein each world is a 
distinct 3D virtual world that presents a 3D graphical scene to users, and wherein multiple users 
may enter and navigate each 3D virtual world and may interact by moving avatars, interacting 
and observing the world and other users; 

means for creating two or more clones of the first world and two or more clones of the 
second world, wherein each clone is an instance of the respective world, allowing any number of 
users to be in the same world while limiting the number of users in each clone of the world; 

means for receiving information ftem -associated with a first u ser entering the first world 
indicating what clones of what distinct worlds the first u ser has been in; 
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means for receiving information #em -associated with a second user on e or mor e othor 
Hsers-indicating what clones of what distinct worlds e ach of th e oth e r us e rs t he second user h as 
been in; and 

means for determining that an interactive relationship exists between the first u ser 
entering the first world and anoth e r t he second u se r, wherein an interactive relationship is 
determined to exist if the first user and the etbef -second u ser have had an interaction with each 
other b oth havo been in the same clone of the same world prior to the first user entering the first 
world ; and 

means for placing the first u ser entering the first world, if an interactive relationship 
exists, in a clone of the first world based on the relationship. 

37. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1: 

wherein the interactive relationship is a group membership relationship; 

the method further comprising receiving an indication fi-om the first u ser entering the 
forum or from one or more other users that a group membership relationship exists between the 
first user entering the forum and the one or more other users. 

38. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 36: 

wherein the interactive relationship is a group membership relationship; 

the system further comprising means for receiving an indication from the first 
user entering the forum or from one or more other users that a group membership relationship 
exists between the first user entering the forum and the one or more other users. 

39. (New) A computer program product, embodied on a computer-readable storage 
medium, including instructions operable to cause data processing apparatus to; 

create one or more clones of a first forum for user interaction, wherein the first forum is 
dedicated to a particular topic, and wherein each clone is an instance of the first forum, thereby 
allowing any number of users to be in the same forum dedicated to the particular topic while 
limiting the number of users in each instance of the first forum; 



Applicant 
Serial No. 
Filed 
Page 



Brandyn Webb, e* 
09/788,526 
February 21, 2001 
14 of 17 



Attomey'JWcketNo.: 07844-478001 /P442 



determine whether an interactive relationship exists between a first user entering the first 
forum and a second user entering the first forum or already in the first forum, wherein an 
interactive relationship is determined to exist if the first user and the second user have had an 
online interaction with each other prior to the first user entering the first forum; and 

if an interactive relationship exists, place the first user entering the first forum in a clone 
of the first forum based on the relationship. 



